
Jeremiah 26 – Speaking the Word in Persecution 
The Old Testament portion of our readings for the day brings us to consider the example of the prophet 
in Jeremiah chapter 26.  Holding forth the word of life, even in times of persecution, Jeremiah provides 
a powerful example for us to emulate, as we seek to witness to the men and women around us  For our 
exhortation today, we propose to examine Jeremiah 26 with the view to bringing out examples and 
principles for us to follow. 

The chapter begins with the instruction to Jeremiah to go to Jerusalem, stand in the court of the house, 
and speak all of the words that were given to him: 

“… Thus saith Yahweh; Stand in the court of Yahweh’s house, and speak unto all the cities 
of Judah, which come to worship in Yahweh’s house, all the words that I command thee to 
speak unto them; diminish not a word …” (Jer. 26:2). 

Notice the emphasis here: the prophet could not pick and choose what message he would present to the 
people: rather he was to speak everything he was commanded.  In our day, there is a notable tendency 
to minimise certain aspects of the Gospel message, in an endeavour to make the Word more palatable 
to man.  As an example, not wishing to put people off by speaking about repentance in preparation for 
coming judgments, it is taught instead that Jesus is coming to solve all the world’s problems.  Judgments 
are seldom mentioned, and so folk are not warned about the coming day of Christ, and the need to 
prepare by way of repentance from their wicked works.  But the example of Jeremiah is that we must 
not “diminish” a word of that which is revealed to us. 

The example of the Apostles, and their preaching is relevant here.  Also standing in Jerusalem, in 
response to those who commanded them not to teach in the name of Jesus, “Peter and John answered 
and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to heaken unto you more than to God, judge 
ye.  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20) 

When they taught in Jerusalem, the Apostles were not deterred by persecution: they continued to speak 
the Gospel message, being unable to do otherwise.  Again, we read in Acts chapter 5 of Peter’s response 
to the High Priest who had commanded them that “ye should not teach in this name”: “Then Peter, and 
the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.  The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  And we are his witnesses 
of these things …” (Acts 5:29-32). 

Here is a fundamental point:  Messiah was taken by wicked hands, crucified and slain, yet Yahweh 
raised him up again from the dead.  But who was to make that known?  Indeed, it was the work of the 
Apostles, as described in the book of Acts.  They alone were “his witnesses” – if they did not preach 
the whole Word, there was no-one else who would do it!  So it is in our day, if the truth-holders do not 
preach certain unpalatable aspects of the Truth, there is no one else who will do that job. 

The Apostle Paul was determined to preach every aspect of the Gospel message.  So, when he spoke to 
the elders at Ephesus, he was able to say: 

“Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I 
have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:26-27). 

The allusion here, is back to the duties of the watchman as described in Ezekiel chapter 33: 

“So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou 
shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.  When I speak unto the wicked, 
O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  Nevertheless, 



if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, if he do not turn from his way, he shall 
die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul” (Eze. 33: see verses 7-20). 

The Apostle Paul had a similar role: he was pure from the blood of all men, because he had fulfilled his 
mission in preaching that men should turn from their sins.  If they chose not to do so, they would die in 
their sin – but the Apostle was pure from their blood, in that he had delivered his soul. 

The same principle applies in our day.  If Messiah’s brethren are silent when they ought to speak, they 
will not be found warning the wicked to turn from their ways. Repentance in preparation for judgment 
is not palatable to then natural man, and so we shy away from it.  But if we do not include that as part 
of our message, who else will? 

Jeremiah, as expected, suffered persecution for preaching the word entrusted to him.  So, he determined 
not to speak the words of Yahweh any more.  But found that he was unable to resist: 

“… then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name.  But his 
word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I could not stay” (Jer. 20:9). 

Here is a powerful example to us: the Word should be burning as a fire within us, so that we cannot 
help but speak the message entrusted to us.  Though our natural desire is to avoid the reproach of men, 
the word is such a powerful force, that we cannot help ourselves from speaking it, and presenting it 
before those around us. 

There is a Divine Principle that if men turn away from our sins, Yahweh will turn away from the 
punishment thereof, and grant them forgiveness.  So we read in the chapter under consideration: 

“If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me of 
the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of their doings.” (Jer. 26:3). 

This comes out in another chapter of Jeremiah at a national level: 

“At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up 
and to pull down, and to destroy it; If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them” (Jer. 18:7-8). 

We have an instance of this in the case of the preaching of Jonah against the Ninevites: the nation 
repented and turned to the ways of Yahweh, even if for a temporary period.  Israel also could have 
averted the calamity that was to befall them by turning back to the Elohim of their fathers, and 
embracing the ways of Yahweh, eschewing the iniquities of the surrounding nations. 

THE EXAMPLE OF SHILOH 

The coming judgments upon the house of Judah are likened to those that came upon Shiloh of old: 

“Thus saith Yahweh; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set 
before you, To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets … Then will I make this 
house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth” (Jer. 26:4-
6). 

It would appear that the ruins of Shiloh remained even to Jeremiah’s day, for earlier he had exhorted 
the people to go to Shiloh, and see the evidence of Divine judgments poured out in the past: 

“… go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and 
see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people of Israel … I called you, but ye 
answered not.  Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called  by my name, wherein 



ye trust, and unto the place which I gave unto you and to your fathers, as I have done to 
Shiloh” (Jer. 7:12-14). 

Shiloh was where the tabernacle was pitched in the days of Samuel the Seer.  Samuel is famous for his 
attention to hearing, saying to the Lord, “Speak; for thy servant heareth”.  But Eli and his sons had 
corrupted both themselves, and the system of worship at that place, hence the Philistines came against 
Shiloh, destroying it, and taking away the Ark, which was representative of the dwelling place of 
Yahweh’s glory.  The people in Jeremiah’s day were no better: by contrast to Samuel the hearer, 5 times 
in Jeremiah chapter 7, we are told that “they hearkened not”.  Like the men and women of the age in 
which we live, they refused to hear the word spoken to them, and so declared themselves to be ripe for 
judgment and destruction.  Shiloh presented a powerful witness to the judgments of Yahweh in times 
past, yet they continued in their sins, and refused to heed the pleadings of the prophet. 

The central focus of Jeremiah chapter 26 is that the house and city would both be made desolate.  Hence, 
the enemies of Jeremiah “took him, saying, thou shalt surely die.  Why has thou prophesied in the name 
of Yahweh, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? 
(Jer. 26:8-9). 

Jeremiah was preaching his message in Jerusalem, and it is interesting to note that many years later, 
there was another man who similarly preached in Jerusalem.  Stephen was accused of preaching a 
similar message.  They “set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous 
words against this holy place, and the law: For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall 
destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.” (Acts 6:13-14). 

In the case of Jeremiah, his life was under threat for what he prophesied: 

“then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This 
man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city as ye have heard with your 
ears.” 

Likewise, Stephen spoke his discourse before the High Priest (Acts 7:1), with the consequence being 
that he was stoned to death by the angry mob. 

Jeremiah’s credentials were that he was sent by Yahweh to speak his words: 

“then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, Yahweh sent me to 
prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that ye have heard …” (Jer. 
26:12). 

When he declared that he was sent by Yahweh, certain elders spoke to the baying mob, giving two 
examples of others who had previously prophesied in the name of Yahweh, Micah the Morasthite and 
Urijah the son of Shemaiah.  The point being, that if Jeremiah really was speaking the Word of God, 
then his audience should repent of their sins, like those who Micah spoke to. But if not, he would not 
prosper, and his words would come to nothing.  Similarly, Acts 5:34-39 similarly speaks of two men 
who claimed to have risen up to speak the Word of God, with the same point being made: “if this 
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest 
haply ye be found even to fight against God …” 

Jeremiah was “sent” by Yahweh to speak His words. The spirit here, is like that of Isaiah the prophet 
who spoke of the glory of Messiah: “I heard the voice of Yahweh, saying, Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?  Then said I, Here am I; send me.” (Isa. 6:8).  Notice the willingness to serve displayed 
by both of these men: an assessment of what needs to be done, and a willingness to do it.  Again, we 
think of Samuel, and his willingness to hear the words that Yahweh spake to him. 



The situation is akin to that described by another prophet, Amos: “Surely Adonai Yahweh will do 
nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.  The lion hath roared, who will not 
fear?  Adonai Yahweh hath spoken, Who can but prophesy?” (Amos 3:7-8). 

And again, the Apostles of Jesus Christ: 

“Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.  
For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20). 

As we say earlier, the Word was a burning fire in the hearts of these holy men of old, to such an extent 
that they could not resist their calling, and they could not help themselves but to speak the message 
given to them. 

THE HAND OF PROVIDENCE 

Although Jeremiah’s life was under threat, he had previously been told that although the people would 
rise against him, he would be looked after and would not die: 

“they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, 
saith Yahweh, to deliver thee” (Jer. 1:19). 

So the people rejected the prophet, and cast him down into the dungeon “so Jeremiah sunk in the mire”.  
But through the instigation of an Ethiopian Eunuch, Ebed-melech, Jeremiah was lifted out from the pit: 
“So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the prison” (Jer. 38:13). 

So, Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison unto the Babylonians came to destroy the city.  
Humanly speaking, it seemed as though his enemies had prevailed against him.  They had him 
imprisoned, where his message could not longer be promulgated.  But the darkest hour for Jeremiah 
was but the precursor to his salvation. 

Jeremiah chapter 39 describes the Babylonian invasion and destruction of the land.  But interestingly, 
Nebuchadnezzar the king gave specific instructions regarding Jeremiah: 

“Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan 
the captain of the guard, saying, Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but 
do unto him even as he shall say unto thee” (Jer. 39:11-12). 

Notice this: Nebuchadnezzar knew about Jeremiah!  Moreover, he also knew that in coming against 
Judah, he was fulfilling the prophecies given by the God of the Hebrews: 

“… the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, Yahweh thy God hath 
pronounced this evil upon this place.  Now Yahweh hath brought it, and done according as 
he hath said: because ye have sinned against Yahweh, and have not obeyed his voice, 
therefore this thing is come upon you …” (Jer. 40:2-3). 

So the captain of the guard knew about Jeremiah, and that he was to be looked after, and he also knew 
that he was fulfilling the word of Yahweh which came through the prophets!  From whence did he 
obtain this knowledge? 

Back in Jeremiah 29, we read of a letter from Jeremiah to the captives in Babylon: 

“Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem unto the residue 
of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and 
to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to 
Babylon.” (Jer. 29:1). 



Jeremiah, then, included “the prophets” as recipients for his letter – but which prophets?  Both Daniel 
and Ezekiel were prophets in exile at the time: it is almost certain that Daniel would have received this 
letter.  In fact, we know that he did, for the letter spoke of a 70 year captivity for the people of God (see 
verse 10), and Daniel certainly knew about this: “… I Daniel understood by books the number of the 
years, whereof the word of Yahweh came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy 
years in the desolations of Jerusalem” (Dan. 9:2). 

Daniel then, had access to Jeremiah’s prophesy – and he stood in the king’s court.  We suggest then, 
that it was Daniel who informed the king about Jeremiah, who subsequently treated him with great 
favour. 

But in all the chaos of the invasion, how could one man possibly be located and protected?  By Jeremiah 
being placed in the prison house, he was in a place of safety until the Babylonians entered and found 
him there.  So it was, that the worst that his enemies could do to him actually worked out for his own 
salvation and liberation. 

Finally, the words of Psalm 142 come to mind, speaking of Messiah, but also appropriate to Jeremiah’s 
circumstance: 

“Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they 
are stronger than I.  Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy Name: the righteous 
shall compass me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me” (Psa. 142:6-7). 

Jeremiah was delivered from his persecutors, and he was brought out of prison to the glory of 
Yahweh’s holy Name.  Even so, our Master was delivered from the prison house of death, and 
from the hand of his persecutors.  Both Jeremiah and our Master suffered greatly at the hand of 
their enemies, but both proclaimed the whole counsel of God, exhorting the people to repent, for 
the end was drawing nigh.  In Jeremiah’s case, the destruction from Babylon, in Messiah’s case, 
the destruction from Rome.  And in our case, the coming judgments when all the earth shall be 
brought into the subjection of Jesus the Christ.  We must therefore do likewise, and call upon men 
and women to repent of their sins and prepare for the judgment to come.  And in so doing, after 
the principle of the watchman, we shall both give folk the opportunity to be saved, and shall also 
save our own souls in the process.  Like Jeremiah, when the judgments come, we shall be saved 
from destruction, and given liberty in the coming Kingdom of God. 

Christopher Maddocks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


